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ABSTRACT
WA-I1-275 18th-19th Centuries
Fleldstone Fences Along
Dam # 4 Road
Downsville Vicinity
private

Stone walls and native limestone field
fences form an integral part of Washington
County's rural landscape., Often to be seen
along the County's older roads, dividing fields
or property boundaries the fences are made of
relatively flat stones laid without mortar.
Slight variations in construction technique are
discerngble as one travels through Washington
County. The general form, however consists of
several courses of stone arranged horizontally
and topped with a row of vertically or diagonally
set flat stones,

The many stone fences in Washington County
appear to be part of a significant tradition in
southern Pennsylvania and Maryland of building
with the native stone. In the Cumberland Valley
limestone is very prominent providing a landscape
studded with outcroppings. This limestone, so
readily available, was used extensively as a buil-
ding material during the latter part of the 18th
century and the first half of the 19th century,
According to local tradition, many of the stone
walls in the County were built by slave labor during
slack work periods.
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This set of fieldstone fences flanks Dam #4 Road southwest of Downsville’
in Washington County, Maryland. '

Like many of the older roads in Washington County, Dam #4 Road has stone
walls along its sides. The walls are constructed of coursed native
lime§tone and are laid without mortar. Three to four feet high with seven
to eight courses of stone lying horizontally, they are topped with a layer
of flat stones placed vertically, or in some places diagonally.

Dam #4_Road was surveyed for inclusion into the County System in 1885,
According to the road plat the walls were already in existence at that
time.
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Stone walls and native limestone field fences form an integral part of
Washington County's rural landscape. Often to be seen along the County's |
older roads and dividing fields or property boundaries, the fences are ;
made of relatively flat stones laid without mortar. Slight variations in .
construction technique are discernible as one travels through Washington ;
County. The general form, however, consists of several courses of stone :
arranged horizontally and topped with a row of vertically or diagonally

set flat stones.

The many stone fences in Washington County appear to be part of a signi-
ficant tradition in southern Pennsylvania and Maryland of building with
native stone. In the Cumberland Valley limestone is very prominent in a
landscape studded with outcroppings. This limestone, so readily available, '
was used extensively as a building material during the latter part of the
18th century and the first half of the 19th century. According to local
tradition, many of the stone walls in the County were built by slave labor
during slack work periods. This particular set of stone fences remains in
good condition and is typical of many such structures to be seen in the
county. Paralleling both sides of Dam #4 Road they provide a formidable
boundary between field and road and are readily viewable from the public
right of way. The walls are being nominated to the National Register of
Historic Places at the request of several individuals on whose property
they are located.
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